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Urban farm park, public and open spaces 
at Bernex-Confignon  

 

 

Organizer: 

Republic and Canton of Geneva, Town Planning Department (DU). 

Programme drawn up in cooperation with the communes of Bernex and 
Confignon. 

Contract open to: 

A landscape architect to lead the grouping, in association with an architect, 
agricultural specialist and civil engineer.  

Purpose of the competition: 

Design and implementation of public spaces with an agricultural component. 

Type of competition: 

Single-stage open-procedure project competition in accordance with 
Regulation SIA 142.  

Commissions awarded on the basis of the competition: 

Commission for studies up to the application for authorization, plus an 
optional portion for the creation of public spaces at a total cost in the order 
of CHF 6,800,0001, to include CHF 1,000,000 for work to interface with the 
extension to the tram network (services limited to a preliminary study in this 
part). 

Commission for studies leading up to the preliminary study, and an optional 
portion for the creation of a farm within the public space at a total cost in the 
order of CHF 800,0001. 

Basis for prizes: 
Project competition: CHF 130,000 including taxes.   

Deadline for submission of projects: 
25 March 2013 – 5pm (GMT +1) 

                                                      
1 Total cost of work excluding taxes and professional fees. 
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1. introduction 
Bernex is set to become a new regional centre in the Geneva conurbation 
connected to the city centre by a tram line. 

Its development is to be exemplary in response to the needs of the 
population by ensuring that the green surroundings of the area are 
maintained for good. Its construction will begin with the creation of an urban 
farm park. 

The project occupies an area that has seen little urban development on the 
fringes of the town of Onex. The task is to build an urban farm park at the 
point where the continuous conurbation connects with the new regional hub 
of Bernex. This park will provide a continuing country vista between two 
green spurs (between the Rivers Rhône and Aire), while offering 
developments to meet the leisure needs of the local population. 

The Bernex development into the countryside will be accompanied by pilot 
projects to facilitate the relationship between the urban and rural spheres. 
The project will boost agricultural activity, which has been affected by the 
loss of farmland. In partnership with the agricultural sector, the ambition is to 
design a public park which is both rural and urban in nature, and provide it 
with a place frequented by visitors. 

 
On the edge of the park, the extension of the Cornavin-Onex-Bernex tram 
line will transform the route de Chancy, a busy cantonal road, into an urban 
boulevard. This main artery will cut across the continuous space between 
the Rivers Rhône and Aire. 

The reclassification of the route de Chancy, which will be in contact with the 
park, will provide a link connecting the two parts of the area. 

This competition aims to encompass, within a single project, the expression 
of the following multiple objectives: 

 
- To anchor the link between the Rhône and Aire Plains in the form of a 
single landscape; 
- To establish new test beds for interaction between the urban population 
and the farming industry. 
- To create a connection between the wider conurbation and the Bernex 
regional hub. 
- To propose and test the role of a new public park for the conurbation as a 
whole which will also meet local needs. 

 

2. administrative clauses 

2.1       organizer, owner and awarding authority 
This competition is being organized by the Republic and Canton of Geneva, 
referred to below as the State of Geneva, as the Owner and awarding 
authority of the commission(s) to be awarded as a result of this competition. 
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Secretariat for the competition 
 
The competition secretariat and administrative management will be provided 
within the State of Geneva by its Town Planning Office (OU), based at the 
address below: 
 
Town Planning Department (DU) 
Office de l'urbanisme - Direction des grands projets (DGP) - 6ème étage 
Madame Céline Barril (administrative assistant) 
Rue David Dufour 5 
CP 224 - 1211 Genève 8 
e-mail: celine.barril@etat.ge.ch - Tel: 022 546 00 12 

2.2  purpose of the competition and type of 
procedure 
The purpose of the competition is to design and create public spaces that 
include an intra-urban farm visitor attraction to accompany the route de 
Chancy developments connected with the forthcoming extension of the tram 
line. 
 
This competitive tender is a single-stage open-procedure project 
competition as defined by Articles 3 of SIA Regulation 142, 2009 edition, 
concerning architecture and engineering competitions. 
 
The official languages of the competition are French and English, and the 
competition originators' anonymity will be maintained until official publication 
of the results. (Cf. project identifier or anonymity code to be used for 
projects.) 

2.3  legal bases 
The procedure is subject to the international public procurement treaties. 
Participation in the competition implies, for the organizer, jury and 
candidates, acceptance of the clauses of Regulation SIA 142, 2009 edition, 
of this document, of the answers to the questions, and of the requirements 
stated below. 
 
International provisions 

• Agreement on Government Procurement (GPA) concluded by the 
World Trade Organization (WTO), dated 15 April 1994 and annexes 
concerning Switzerland. 

 
 
National provisions 

• Federal law on the domestic market (LMI) of 6 October 1995. 

• Swiss Society of Engineers and Architects (SIA): current standards, 
regulations and recommendations. 

 
Cantonal provisions 

• Intercantonal agreement on public procurement contracts (L 6 05) of 
25 November 1994, amended on 15 March 2001. 

mailto:celine.barril@etat.ge.ch
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• Geneva regulations concerning the placing of public procurement 
contracts linked to the construction industry, dated 17 December 
2007 (L 6 05.01). 

• Law governing miscellaneous buildings and installations (L 5 05) 
dated 14 April 1988, which can be consulted on the Internet: 
http://www.geneve.ch/legislation/welcome.html 

• Implementing regulation of the law governing miscellaneous 
buildings and installations (L 5 05.01) dated 27 February 1978, 
which can be consulted on the Internet: 
http://www.geneve.ch/legislation/welcome.html. 

2.4  conditions of participation 
This competition is open to a multidisciplinary group comprising a landscape 
architect – the leading partner of the group – together with an architect, an 
agricultural specialist and a civil engineer. Other collaborations are possible 
(lighting designer, environmentalist, scenographer, mobility engineer, etc.). 
 
The Owner’s undertaking to award a subsequent commission relates solely 
to the services of a landscape architect, civil engineer and agricultural 
specialist as defined in SIA Regulations 103 (2003 ed.) and 105 (2007 ed.) 
on fees payable to each professional. 
 
Other services, if regarded as necessary by the principal, could be the 
subject of additional commissions that would be awarded in accordance 
with the legal provisions concerning public procurement contracts. 
 
Candidates must be established in Switzerland or in a State that is a 
signatory of the WTO agreement on government procurement and which 
offers reciprocity to professionals established in Switzerland, provided that 
they meet one of the following conditions: 

• they hold, at the date of registration for this competition, of one of 
the following diplomas: landscape architecture diploma, the diploma 
of the Institute of Architecture of the University of Geneva 
(IAUG/EAUG), the diploma of the Écoles Polytechniques Fédérales 
of Lausanne and Zurich (EPF), the diploma of the Mendrisio 
Academy of Architecture, the diploma of the Hautes Écoles 
Spécialisées (HES or ETS) or an equivalent foreign diploma; 

 

• they are registered, at the date of registration for this competition, in 
a professional register: the register of architects, town planners or 
civil engineers A or B of the REG (Swiss Foundation of Registers of 
Engineering, Architecture and Environment Professionals), the 
register of Qualified Professional Representatives (MPQ) or in an 
equivalent register. 

 
The landscape architects, architects and agricultural specialist may 
participate in one group only; breach of this rule shall result in 
disqualification.  
 

http://www.geneve.ch/legislation/welcome.html
http://www.geneve.ch/legislation/welcome.html
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In the case of a permanent grouping of landscape architects, i.e. one that 
has been established for at least a year at the date of the registration for this 
competition, only one of the members is required to fulfil the conditions of 
participation. 
 
However, in the case of a temporary grouping of landscape architects, i.e. 
one that has been established for less than a year at the date of the 
registration for this competition, all members of the grouping must fulfil the 
conditions of participation. 
 
An employee may enter the competition on presentation of a certificate 
evidencing his employer’s agreement. 
 
However, none of the participants (partners and/or employees) shall be in 
any of the situations defined in Article 12.2 a), b) and c)of SIA Regulation 
142, which would result in disqualification from the competition.  
 
Under Article 12.2 of SIA Regulation 142 it is stipulated that persons who 
have carried out or are carrying out preliminary studies begun prior to the 
preparation of this competition in or around the Bernex area are permitted to 
participate in this competition. This applies, among others, to 
representatives taking part in the project management of the Bernex Nord 
GP urban development, representatives who have contributed to the 
preparation of the Genève, villes et champs competition and candidates in 
this competition. 
 
Candidates must fulfil the conditions of participation at the registration date. 
Information regarding the formalities necessary to enter the competition may 
be obtained from the organizer. 
 
For the procedure, a declaration on honour evidencing payment of social 
security contributions is required. Before the commission(s) is/are awarded 
to the project originators recommended by the jury, all firms shall provide all 
documents confirming their adherence to the conditions of participation and 
notably the following certificates, as required by Articles 32 and 33 of the 
cantonal regulations (L 6 05.01): 

• evidencing that they are registered in the commercial register of the 
district in which their registered office is located, or in a professional 
register; 

• evidencing that social security insurance cover for their employees 
is guaranteed in accordance with the legislation in force within the 
place in which their business is located, and that they are up to date 
with their payments (AVS, AI, APG, AC, AF, LPP and LAA in the 
case of Switzerland); 

• certifying that they are or shall be signatories to a collective 
agreement applicable in Geneva, or they have signed an 
undertaking with the Cantonal Office of Labour Inspection and 
Labour Relations (OCIRT, tel. 022. 388.29.29 – fax 022. 388.29.69); 

• evidencing that they have discharged their obligations in terms of 
withholding taxes from wages paid to any foreign employees or that 
they are not subject to this tax. 
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2.5  degree of difficulty 
For the purposes of calculating fees based on the cost of the work, the 
degree of difficulty has been set at 1.0 with reference to SIA 105 
(Regulation on the services and fees of landscape architects). The 
correction factor has also been set at 1.0. The hourly rate shall be the rate 
applied by the Town Planning Department (DU), 
see www.ge.ch/construction/pdf.  

2.6  prizes and commendation 
The jury has the total sum of CHF 130,000.00 including taxes at its disposal 
to award approximately 4 to 6 possible prizes or commendations within the 
limits laid down in Article 17.3 of SIA Regulation 142, 2009 edition. The total 
sum of prizes has been calculated on the basis of the SIA "determination of 
the sum for prizes" directive dated July 2009, as published by the SIA 
Commission for architecture and engineering competitions.  
 
A top-ranking project can be recommended for further work in accordance 
with Article 22.3 of SIA Regulation 142, 2009 edition, on condition that the 
jury's decision has been made with at least a ¾ majority of votes and with 
the explicit agreement of all members of the jury representing the Owner. 

2.7  awarding, nature and scope of the 
commission awarded 
In accordance with the Inter-cantonal agreement on public procurement 
(L 6 05) dated 25th November 1994 and with Regulation SIA 142, 2009 
edition, the Owner (the state of Geneva) intends to award the following 
commission(s) to the practice or group that originates the project which the 
jury recommends, in accordance with article 27.1b of Regulation SIA 142. 
 
Public spaces 

• For the fixed portion, a commission to provide ordinary services for 
the study of public spaces and access to those spaces, to include a 
link to the route de Chancy, within the project area for intervention 
as shown on the attached map (Annex 05). The total cost of the 
order has been estimated at CHF 6,800,0002, to include CHF 
1,000,000 for the development to interface with the tram line 
extension. Services shall be provided up to and including the 
application for authorization, within the meaning of article 4.2.33 of 
Regulation SIA 105, 2007 edition. 

• As an interface with the tram line extension, within the geographic 
project area (map at Annex 06), these services shall not extend 
beyond the preliminary study within the meaning of article 4.2.31 of 
Regulation SIA 105, 2007 edition.   

• For the optional portion, the principal reserves the right to 
commission the provision of ordinary services for the creation of 
these public spaces. Following on from the services provided in the 
context of the fixed portion, the services expected as part of this 

                                                      
2 Total cost of work excluding taxes and professional fees. 
 

http://www.ge.ch/construction/pdf
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optional portion shall be performed up to and including the 
implementation stage within the meaning of article 4.2.53 of 
Regulation SIA 105, 2007 edition. The developments proposed 
within the restricted area described above are intended for 
integration into the tramway extension project, and therefore 
excluded from this optional portion. 
 

Intra-urban farm 

• For the fixed portion, the commissioning of ordinary services in 
relation to the studies for an intra-urban farm, at an estimated 
construction cost of CHF 800,0003. Services shall be provided up to 
and including the application for authorization, within the meaning of 
article 4.33 of Regulation SIA 102, 2003 edition. 

• For the optional portion, the principal reserves the right to 
commission ordinary services for the creation of this intra-urban 
farm. Following on from the services provided in the context of the 
fixed portion, the services expected as part of this optional portion 
shall be performed up to and including the implementation stage 
within the meaning of article 4.53 of Regulation SIA 102, 2003 
edition. 

 
This or these commission(s) shall be awarded subject to: 

• the outcome of discussions relating to fees and service provision 
methods  

• any budgetary approvals required from the Grand Conseil and/or 
any Owners appointed (intra-urban farm) 

• any changes requested by the Owner(s) 

• possession and/or control of the site 

• the outcome of the necessary planning procedures such as a 
change of zone, and/or building permits  

• appeal procedures and referendum deadlines.  
 
The Owner shall be represented as follows:  

• For the fixed portions of the commission(s): by the Town Planning 
Office (OU) of the Town Planning Department (DU). This office shall 
coordinate with the various State departments involved (the 
Directorates-General DGNP, DGGC, DGM, DGA, DGEau, etc.). 

                                                      
3 Total cost of work excluding taxes and professional fees. 



 
 
 

 

 

Public spaces 
International competition 

URBAN FARM PARK, PUBLIC AND OPEN SPACES AT 
BERNEX-CONFIGNON 
 
 
 
 

11 

 

• For the optional portions of the commission(s), if awarded: by the 
Department of the Interior, Mobility and Environment (DIME), and by 
one of its Offices, to be designated as part of the commission. That 
office will be responsible for coordination, or the coordination may 
be provided by the officially-appointed Owner for the intra-urban 
farm. 

 
Candidates are reminded that the jury’s judgement and/or recommendation 
do(es) not represent the decision to award the commission. If the owner 
considers that the winner does not possess the necessary capacity and/or 
skills in terms of preparation for the completion of and the supervision of the 
work, or that these prove to be inadequate, or in order to guarantee that the 
project develops towards the desired objectives, or in terms of quality, 
deadlines and costs, the awarding authority reserves the right to ask at any 
time to supplement the winning team with specialists chosen by the project 
originator and approved by the awarding authority. 
 
Provisional timetable for construction work 

Preliminary study  Summer 2013 

Construction work project  End of 2013 

Application for authorization procedure January to August 2014 

Invitation to Tender and adjudication March to August 2014 

Execution project September to December 2014 

Execution of the construction work  From 2015 

 

2.8  project assessment criteria 
Proposals will be judged chiefly on the basis of the following criteria: 

• Understanding of the site and projects under way there, its 
relationship with the existing fabric and its geography; compliance 
with the programme objectives and constraints. 

• Project: originality, coherence and functionality (co-existence of 
and relations between agricultural activities and public spaces, work 
on the outer limits, site access and routes), spatial quality in terms 
of sites for living, orientation, public spaces and urban landscapes. 

• Consistency of the intra-urban farm project, integration of the 
intra-urban farm into the landscape project. Capacity of the project 
to provide a new, exemplary vision of the relationship between 
towns and fields. 

• The project's general economics in terms of feasibility (cost of 
work) and operation (running costs) and possible phasing of the 
project development. 

 
The order in which these are listed does not necessarily constitute an order 
of priority. 
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2.9  competition timetable 
Approval of the programme by the jury 14.11.2012 

Publication and opening date of registration  27.11.2012 

Site visit 18.12.2012 

Submission of questions  20.12.2012 

Answers from the jury 11.01.2013 

Submission of projects 5pm on 25.03.2013 

Judging of projects  April 2013 

Exhibition of all projects submitted and accepted for judging 
 end of April 2013 
 
It is imperative that the deadlines for the submission of questions and 
projects are respected. 
 

2.10  procedure in the event of disputes 
An appeal against the owner's decision regarding the awarding of the 
commission(s) can be lodged within 10 days of its notification with the 
Administrative Tribunal of the Republic and Canton of Geneva, in 
accordance with article 45 of Cantonal Regulation L 6 05.01. 
 
If a dispute arises during a competition subject to the law on public 
procurement and/or the federal law on the domestic market: 

• the aggrieved participant can appeal to the competent courts; 

• the members of SIA Commission 142/143 can act as experts from 
the date of notice of the competition to the date of publication of the 
result of the judging or during an appeal procedure at a competent 
court; 

• experts are appointed by the parties and by the competent court 
(SIA Regulation 142, 2009 edition, Art. 28.1). 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

Public spaces 
International competition 

URBAN FARM PARK, PUBLIC AND OPEN SPACES AT 
BERNEX-CONFIGNON 
 
 
 
 

13 

2.11  jury 
The jury, appointed by the Owner, is comprised as follows: 

President  

Mr Gilles Vexlard  Landscape architect, Paris 

Non-professional members 
Mr Serge Dal Busco  Councillor for the Commune of Bernex 

Mr Dinh Manh Uong   Councillor for the Commune of Confignon 

Ms Ruth Bänziger  Mayor of the Commune of Onex and 
member of the Board of the Les Evaux 
Sports Centre 

Independent professional members 
Ms Catherine Mosbach Landscape architect, Paris 

Mr Jordi Bellmunt  Director of the masters programme in 
landscape architecture, architect, 
Barcelona 

Mr Marcellin Barthassat Architect-town planner, Geneva 

Ms Michèle Tranda Pittion Architect-town planner, Geneva 

Ms Nelly Niwa  Architect-town planner. Project leader at 
the University of Lausanne. 

Mr Pascal Boivin   Agronomist, HEPIA, Geneva 

Mr Marc Favre  President of AgriGenève, wine grower in 
Bernex 

  Members representing the Owner 
Mr Francesco Della Casa Cantonal architect for the State of Geneva 

Ms Nicole Surchat Vial Architect-town planner, Director of the 
Direction des grands projets (DGP), State 
of Geneva 

Mr Sébastien Beuchat  Environmental engineer, Director of the 
Direction Paysage (DGNP), State of 
Geneva 

Mr Jean-Pierre Viani Rural engineer, Director of the Direction 
Générale de l'Agriculture  (DGA), State of 
Geneva 

Mr Olivier Caumel  Transport engineer, Director of the Rhône-
Arve region of the Direction pour la mobilité 
(DGM), State of Geneva 

Substitutes 
Mr Bernard Lugrin  Architect, environmentalist, Bernex 
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Mr Mario Rodriguez  Planning geography specialist, Deputy 
Secretary-General, Commune of Confignon 

Mr Emmanuel Ansaldi Agricultural engineer, Scientific Deputy, 
Direction Générale de l'Agriculture  (DGA), 
State of Geneva  

 Specialist consultants 

While maintaining anonymity within the projects, the jury may call upon 
consultants with appropriate specialist knowledge to further their 
understanding of these projects, including in particular: 

Mr Adrien Mulon  Environmental engineer, Directorate-
General for Mobility (DGM), State of 
Geneva 

Mr Pierre Robyr  Architect, Project Director Bernex GP, OU, 
State of Geneva 

Mr Roland Tettamanti Transport engineer, Tram Dept., State of 
Geneva  

Ms Tiphaine Bussy-Blunier Landscape architect, Project Director for 
public spaces and landscaping, DGNP, 
State of Geneva  

Mr Fabrice Volluz   Infrastructure Section Manager, Gaznat 

Ms Diane Daval    Head of the Contemporary Art Fund, State 
of Geneva 

Mr Benoit Charbonnier Civil Engineer, SD Ingénierie SA  

 

The jury may call on other specialist consultants, depending on the projects 
submitted. 

 

2.12 documents provided for participants 
Once they have registered on the website www.simap.ch, candidates will be 
able to download, not only the present document but also all of the following 
annexes: 
 

01  Declaration on honour of compliance with the conditions of participation 
02  Candidate identification form 
03  Location map at 1:50,000 scale 
04  Location map at 1:25,000 scale 
05 Work plan (DWG) including the area for development 
06 Plan of the Cornavin-Onix-Bernex tramway (TCOB) and project's restriction 

area  
07  List of constraints (OPAM safety legislation, traffic load) 
08 Working draft of guide plan of Bernex GP and project status as at 6/11/12 
09 Programme of the Genève, villes et champs competition  
10 Study on the conditions for an urban farm, DGA  
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11 Summary of the agricultural evaluation by Arcade (Project manager of 
Bernex GP) 

12 Compensation to forestry associated with the TCOB, DGNP 
13 Art installation project along the new tram line from Cornavin to Bernex via 

Lancy, Ornex and Confignon  
14 Plan of the SIG gas pressure reducing station 
15  Guide plan for Urban Development Scheme 2 and overlay of 
the identified points of friction with Urban Development Scheme 1 
16  Side view of gas pipeline 
17 Submission board framework 
 

In view of the state of progress of some studies, updated versions of these 
documents may be sent to candidates with the answers to the questions, via 
the SIMAP website.  
 
No changes to geographical orientation may be made to documents used 
as backgrounds for submissions.  
 
GIS software for Geneva: all the development layers can be viewed and 
used directly from the following link: 
http://etat.geneve.ch/sitg/guichets-3571.html 
 
Reference websites:  
www.projet-agglo.ch 
www.etat-ge.ch 
www.ge.ch/psdbernex 
www.bernex.ch 
www.confignon.ch 

 

2.13  documents required from participants 
Submissions shall comprise: 

 4 vertical boards – size 1580 x 842 mm, laid out on the basis of the 
plan in Annex 05, bearing at least the information described in Annex 17 
and below. 

 
The project identifier (anonymity code) shall be placed in the bottom right-
hand corner of each board, in Arial 80. It must not contain characters or 
designations that could identify the candidate or make it possible to link the 
submitted project to the name of a candidate. 
 
Plans must include a North indication and graphic and metric scales. Only 
the metric system may be used. 
 
The candidate may use any form of graphical presentation for the 
submission. However, the jury wishes to underline its preference for clear 
and intelligible submissions. 
 
The texts shall be in French or English. 
 
 
Board 1. Overall plan, concept comprising: 

http://etat.geneve.ch/sitg/guichets-3571.html
http://www.projet-agglo.ch/
http://www.etat-ge.ch/
http://www.ge.ch/psdbernex
http://www.bernex.ch/
http://www.confignon.ch/
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• A plan showing how the project fits into the landscape (wider area), 
between the Rivers Rhône and Aire. 

• A plan at 1:1000 scale showing the project on the basis of the 
background map in Annex 05. This board is intended to explain the 
approach in context and convey the positioning of the proposed 
building(s).  

Board 2. Development and contour plan, comprising:  

• A plan at 1:500 scale. This board is designed to explain the project 
in relation to the ground (contour lines every 50cm, linked to current 
boundaries), the vegetation, the drainage flow plan, the location of 
highways, constraints relating to the gas pipeline, etc.   

Board 3. Overall plan and development plan, comprising:  

• A map at 1:500 scale detailing surface areas, choice of vegetation 
species, etc. This board is intended to explain how the park will be 
defined and realized. It must include a list of the main materials 
chosen by the candidate.  

NB. In principle, the jury would prefer not to be provided with reference images, 
preferring a textual explanation of the project and the details of its 
component parts. 

Board 4. Sections and perspective drawings: 

• This board shall contain the cross sections (1:500) and the 
longitudinal sections (1:1000) to complement Boards 2 and 3, 
explanatory diagrams of certain features of the development and 
specific details of the project. 

 

 An A4 document (max. 4 pages) comprising a text explaining the idea 
behind the project and the general cost estimate for the proposal. 

 

 An A3 copy of the panels 

It is requested that 3 x A3 reduced copies of the panels are submitted. 
These reductions are for technical use for the initial examination and will not 
be displayed for the judgement. 

 A CD marked with the PROJECT IDENTIFIER and containing PDF files 
of the boards submitted (size 1580 x 842 mm ), which will be used in 
the competition brochure. 

 A sealed envelope printed with the PROJECT IDENTIFIER and 
containing: 

- The declaration on honour of compliance with the conditions of 
participation (annex 01), dated and signed by the leading partner of the 
group. 

- The candidate identification form (annex document 02), duly completed, 
dated and signed. 

- The CD ROM containing the PDF files of the boards submitted 
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The project submission is limited to the number of boards and documents 
described above. Any additional documents will disregarded by the jury. 
 
Each candidate may submit one project only. Presentation of one or more 
variations will result in the candidate being eliminated. 

2.14  questions to the jury and replies 
Questions must be sent anonymously via the website http://www.simap.ch 
only, no later than 20.12.2012.  
Only questions sent by this means will be answered. 
Questions received after the deadline will be disregarded. All of the jury's 
replies will be available on the website http://www.simap.ch from 
11.01.2013. 

2.15  site visit 
The site can be visited at any time. However, the competition organizer 
hereby invites interested parties who wish to do so to meet at 2pm on 18 
December 2012 at the Bernex terminus of tram line no. 14 for a guided site 
visit. It should be noted that, in order to maintain anonymity in the process, 
no members of, or specialist consultants to, the jury may join the visit. The 
guide for this visit will be a member of the Town Planning Office with in-
depth knowledge of the area.  
 

2.16 submission of projects, identification and 
anonymity 
Projects must be submitted no later than 5pm on 25.03.2013 to the 
following address: 
 
Département de l'urbanisme (DU) 
Office de l'urbanisme - Direction des grands projets (DGP), 6ème étage 
Madame Céline Barril (assistante administrative)  
Rue David Dufour 5, CP 224 
CH-1211 Genève 8 

 
Projects can be delivered by hand or sent postage paid, and must be sent 
anonymously. In this case, the organizer draws candidates' particular 
attention to the fact that candidates are wholly responsible for the 
consequences of late delivery of submissions. Any project submitted after 
the deadline shall be refused, with no appeal possible by the candidate. 
 
Candidates can consult the methods of sending projects in the SIA 
guidelines available on the following website: 
 
www.sia.ch/f/pratique/concours/information.cfm 
 
"ENVOI DES DOSSIERS/TRAVAUX DE CONCOURS PAR POSTE" 
 
The competition is anonymous. If the documents requested from candidates 
include any means by which they can be identified this will result in the 
disqualification of the project from the competition. All documents and all 
packaging shall be marked as follows: 

http://www.sia.ch/f/pratique/concours/information.cfm
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"Bernex-Confignon urban farm park and public and open spaces" 
competition, plus the candidate's printed PROJECT IDENTIFIER (anonymity 
code). 
 
The boards must be delivered or sent rolled up or flat. Rigid media may not 
be used.  
 
The names of those persons who have actively contributed to the 
competition submission shall be stated on the identification form, which shall 
be submitted within the same deadline as the project (annex document 02). 
 
By confirming their participation in the competition, candidates undertake 
not to disclose information to third parties to preserve the project's 
anonymity until the end of the competition. Any exchange of information, 
other than those provided for in the competition programme, that takes 
place between the candidates, the members of the jury, the organizer or the 
awarding authority will result in disqualification from the competition. 
 

2.17  ownership of projects 
The copyright of the projects remains the property of the participants. The 
documents relating to proposals awarded a prize or commendation become 
the property of the owner (article 26.1 of SIA Regulation 142, 2009 version). 
The documents relating to the other projects can be collected by their 
originators at the end of the exhibition (dates and places of collection will be 
provided at a later date). 
 
No claim for compensation can be made in the event of the accidental 
damage of the documents relating to a project.  
 

2.18  report by the jury 
The complete procedure will be the subject of a report by the jury that will be 
sent to all participants who have submitted a project. 
 

2.19  public exhibition of the projects  
An exhibition of all projects accepted for judging and after deliberation will 
be organized in late April 2013 by the owner. The owner reserves the right 
to add to this exhibition the results of any studies or competitions carried out 
in the vicinity of the site that he deems as having a relevant connection, in 
particular regarding the area covered by the Bernex GP or the "Genève, 
villes et champs" exhibition. 
 
The owner reserves the right to publish the projects and results of the 
competition in the press and in the professional journals of its choice and to 
state the names of the project originators in the case of all projects 
submitted and accepted for judging by the jury. 
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The documents and document packaging relating to projects that do not win 
a prize or receive a commendation can be collected by their originators on 
the date when the public exhibition ends. 

3. programme 

3.1  the context of the study 
The first urban development project for the Cantons of Geneva and Vaud 
and the neighbouring region of France in 2007, supported by the 
Confederation, involves the coordination of all parties concerned. It aims to 
be multipolar, green and compact. Against this backdrop, the Bernex site 
was identified as a major strategic project (the Grand Projet Bernex or 
Bernex GP), a site which could accommodate growth in the canton and was 
appropriate to the needs of its population.   
 
As part of a strategy of regional hubs connected by an efficient public 
transport network, a new town project emerged. Its main objective is to 
provide 5,700 dwellings and 5,700 jobs by 2030.  
The new residential districts will be built on land in the agricultural zone to 
the north of the village of Bernex, which will face the challenge of 
incorporating a greater number of residents in future. Residents of the new 
hub will require a park – or several types of park – for leisure and recreation.  
 
This competition is for the provision of such an open space, as a 
public park, covering the entire project area. The competition will 
provide a forum for testing, specifying and justifying one or more uses 
which meet the needs of the local population (be they related for 
example to the landscape, agriculture, sport or flora and fauna). 
 
Candidates should however substantiate their proposals by broadening the 
scope of their reflections to consider the studies currently under way, as 
described in section 3.6.  

 

3.2 the project area in context 
The project area for consideration is bounded by the grounds of the Les 
Evaux sports centre, the parks by the River Aire, the new development at 
Bernex-Est and the changing district of Cressy. The park will form a link in 
the chain connecting the Rivers Rhône and Aire and adjacent districts, with 
other links also either being forged or redefined. 
 
The project area for intervention is currently occupied by large-scale arable 
farming. The land in question is used for crop rotation, and in order to 
change its use (it is currently in an agricultural zone), equivalent land will 
need to be found as compensation.  
 
To the north-west of the project area lies the A1 motorway, with a slip road 
linking the Bernex exit to the route de Chancy. 
 
To the north-east of the project area lie the Les Evaux park, a former golf 
course which runs right down to the river Rhône, and the district of Cressy, 
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comprising multiple small blocks without a central focus or structurally 
determining road axes. The question of forming a continuity between the 
Les Evaux Park and the new Cressy-Murcie park has been raised. A 
proposal has been made to reclassify the chemin des Tacons (proposed 
measure SA2 34-14) at a later date. Consideration is still being given to the 
future of the area of detached housing.  
 
To the east of the project area, a zone containing detached houses adjoins 
the park. It is separated from the park by the chemin des Molliers, which the 
children from Cressy use to get to school in the village of Confignon. At the 
edge of the route de Chancy, the district of detached housing is likely to be 
replaced in the medium to long term by denser housing, served  by the 
efficient public transport provision. The issue of the relationship between 
this district and the park is also clearly due for consideration.  
 
Outside the project area but undoubtedly part of the general context, and 
therefore definitely related, are the southern section of the route de Chancy 
and the future Vuillonex park, overlooked by the schools and sporting 
facilities at Confignon. Additional planning sectors are located on 
interlocking plots of land. At the southern tip lie the route de Murcie road 
and, even further downhill, the exit from the motorway tunnels. A measure 
has been included within the second-generation urban development 
scheme aimed at forming a spur of green in the form of a park leading up to 
the banks of the Aire and thus reinforcing the continuity between the Aire 
and the Rhône (MAP 4-05): the Vuillonex park, to be completed by 2030. 
 
Also included in the project area is the future green route which will link the 
centre of Geneva (Bois de la Bâtie) to Bernex Nord, forming a soft mobility 
route linking five communes. A preview of the route for this is scheduled for 
2014, to be presented as a project for rural art installations to last for the 
summer: 'Genève, villes et champs'. This project will bridge the gap 
between urban and rural.  
 
A new public transport line is planned in the long term, to connect Bernex 
Nord to the district of Cressy via the roads to the north of the project area 
(the chemin des Tacons or route de Loëx, currently under investigation). 
 
The state of Geneva has joined with the communes of Geneva, Lancy, 
Onex, Confignon and Bernex to develop a public art project to accompany 
this presentation of art installations along the route of the no. 14 tram. This 
will in turn comprise a series of six art installations, one in each commune 
along the route of the tram line. It is an ambitious project, the first public art 
project of this scale in Switzerland. The aim is to use an artistic stimulus to 
open up new relationships with the urban and/or rural landscape. The site 
highlights the relationship between urban and rural. The artists Lang and 
Baumann have designed a work entitled Beautiful Bridge which will form a 
part of this project. Candidates will therefore be tasked with siting this art 
installation within the project area for consideration so that it is visible from 
the tram line. Synergies should be sought with the other project 
components, while aligning with the overall objectives of this competition 
(see section 3.4).  
 
In order to resolve traffic bottlenecks on the main roads, a project is 
proposed in conjunction with the lake crossing which is planned as part of 
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the greater Geneva circular route: an additional tunnel. The current plan is 
to site this beneath the western slip road of the Bernex exit; given the time 
scale for implementation, it would not affect the park project if completed. 
Thus the development proposed by candidates is not required to take this 
information into account. 

 
Finally, the Suzettes road and bridge, which link the district of Saint-Mathieu 
to the park, may be particularly valuable as a direct link to a programme 
which forms part of the Grand Projet Bernex, run by the specialist higher 
education establishment. As with a university campus, both the sporting 
facilities at Les Evaux and the recreational area provided by the park would 
be considerable assets for a high-level learning establishment. Candidates 
are asked to integrate this working hypothesis into their considerations. In 
these cases, the Suzettes road will have to retain its function as an access 
route for the residents of the Cressy district while being included in the 
considerations of this project. 

3.2.1 landscape and environment 
In terms of landscape, the open space provides sweeping views of the Jura 
and Mont Salève.  
 
From east to west, the perspective Bernex enjoys over the landscape 
currently represents an 'empty' space in contrast to the 'full' built-up areas 
that come before it. In terms of the conurbation as a whole, from the Bois 
des Mouilles along the Rhône via the Aire up to the Campagne de 
Compesières, the MAP Bernex forms an integral part of a green spur and 
acts as a structural void. 
The surrounding region is rich in natural environments. It forms the only 
'green' continuity remaining between the banks of the Rhône in the north 
and the Aire Plain in the south. The land which opens up to the north of the 
project area, beyond the banks of the Rhône, houses several sites recorded 
in a variety of protection inventories and zones, both at national and 
international level, for the conservation of landscape and the natural 
environment. This land is made up of diverse natural elements, structured in 
such a way that they are able to maintain their endemic fauna and flora. To 
the south lies the Aire Plain, where a regeneration project is currently under 
way for the improvement of flora and fauna networks and their 
interconnection with others in the collection of communes known as La 
Champagne. 
  
The potential for this sector in terms of fauna and flora corridors is currently 
severely limited by the route de Chancy, which bisects any such continuity. 
The aim is for the present project to introduce specific measures aimed at 
promoting the passage of small animals; fauna and flora corridors to the 
surrounding natural environment must form part of the project. 

3.2.2 mobility 
 The route de Chancy 
 
The route de Chancy forms part of the primary cantonal network, with over 
25,000 vehicles a day. The Bernex motorway exit is located within the 
project area for the planned reclassification of the route de Chancy. In the 
long term (by 2020), with the reclassification of the route de Chancy and the 
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section in Bernex town centre being transformed into an urban boulevard, 
traffic will remain heavy, or even increase as the new residents of the 
regional hub will bring additional journeys (2030 projection: 26,600 vehicles 
a day with access rights to the park). 

 
The tram stop on the route de Chancy for the Cornavin-Onex-Bernex line 
(TCOB) faces the open space. This stop will temporarily form the terminus 
for the TCOB line, until – by the end of 2015 – it is extended to Vailly, at the 
western extremity of the new development at the Bernex regional hub. The 
tram line project includes a reclassification of the route de Chancy cantonal 
road from the Bernex A1 motorway exit to Vailly. The current stop will 
therefore be moved during the tram line extension project into the district of 
Saint-Mathieu. Annex 08 shows the temporary current stop opposite the 
‘green breathing space’ and the prospective stop (as dotted lines).  
Between the Cressy-Murcie Park and the future Vuillonnex park, the road 
area is currently a solution that does not qualify as a public space. The 
current terminus will be moved beyond the motorway exit and connected to 
the forthcoming promenade linking the new districts to the TCOB tram line 
to the east of the chemin de Saint-Mathieu, and to the multimodal gateway 
(P+R, regional lines, new urban lines). Account must therefore be taken of 
this link between the new stop and the park, which already has a crossing 
underneath the motorway exit. Improvements should be made to the spatial 
quality and atmosphere of the site. 
The boundaries of the intervention area in this sector are shown in the map 
Annex 05. The services expected from the future representatives will 
subsequently be reduced to drawing up a preliminary study on the part this 
area that is shown on the map attached as Annex 06. The positioning of the 
trees for the TCOB tram line project may vary; their number (11 facing the 
park according to Annex 06) is however fixed.  

 
 Soft mobility 
 
The site is well served in terms of soft mobility and cycle routes, with a 
canton-level cycle path on the route de Chancy and the traffic-free cycle 
path ('voie verte') on the chemin des Tacons. Tangential links are important, 
especially a feeder service to efficient public transport links, including the 
tram (access to the park and feed-in from both north and south).  
 

3.2.3 other constraints 
The project area is affected by the presence of the Lathoy-Vernier section of 
the high-pressure gas pipeline on the eastern edge of the proposed park. 
In 1996 a hazard study determined that the risk was high enough to rule out 
not only construction in the vicinity but also the option of moving the pipeline 
to the motorway tunnel covering as a way of superimposing the two 
constraints limiting development options. This suggestion is no longer 
relevant to the cost of moving the pipeline. The possibility of widening the 
motorway with the construction of new tunnels might generate the 
necessary synergies (the option of a third lane in addition to a lake crossing 
– decision in principle in June 2013). The fatal hazard and explosion hazard 
graphs should be considered in principle (see Annex 07), bearing in mind 
that construction techniques may be used to limit these hazards (such as 
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jacketing or covering). Projects shall be subject to a subsequent study on 
the relevant issues, in agreement with the network owner.  
 
Furthermore, the SIG gas pressure reducing station which is present on 
the site is a constant and may be interpreted but not moved. All 
accompanying items: valves, electrical switch boxes, fireboxes and signs, 
may be moved but must be replaced as part of the proposal (in accordance 
with the relevant standards).  
 
In respect of managing surface water, the Rhône and Aire river basins are 
subject to strict limitations on the flow of rainwater. As a bare minimum, 
projects must take into account the overall management of precipitation 
while limiting surface sealing.  
 
The real estate, once parcelled out, is likely to be under the control of the 
local authority. The intention is to maintain agricultural activity on the site 
prior to the realization of the public park, with a question mark over whether 
or not the site can sustain several different functions simultaneously over 
the medium to long term.  
 
Noise emanating from the motorway slip road and the cantonal road: the 
development of the park may involve some form of noise reduction for users 
of the public spaces.  
 
A plantation area intended to compensate for an area of forest that has 
disappeared to make way for the current P+R is planned for the north of the 
site. This will be on plot no. 8333, occupying a surface area of 5,573 m² (cf. 
Annex 12: compensation plan). 
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       Figure 1 Location of the MAP Bernex and the reclassification of the route de Chancy 
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The Rhône  

Geneva 

The Aire 

MAP Bernex: Cressy-Murcie park   = Subject of competition by 2014 

Reclassification of the route de Chancy roadscape = Subject of competition by 2014 

Creation of a green spur between the Rhône and the Aire = By 2030 

Vuillonex park = By 2030 

 

3.3 description of the three project components 
'The Open space at Bernex – Loex Peninsula/Bernex, Confignon', and 
the 'Reclassification of the public space along the route de Chancy 
roadscape' are two measures that both fall within the scope of the first 
urban development project, to be undertaken before the end of 2014 in 
accordance with the joint service provision contract with the canton and 
federal authorities. Both pursue a particular objective: to create on the site a 
new, multifunctional space (for scenic countryside, agriculture, fauna and 
flora, leisure and more), with provision for access by the public and creating 
'an intra-urban farm integrated into the public park'. 

 
1.  'The open space at Bernex – Loex Peninsula/Bernex, Confignon', 

also known as the MAP Bernex (mesure d'accompagnement 
paysagère)' 

 
This landscape redevelopment project in the Cressy-Murcie park forms part 
of the networked system of structural landscape features between the 
Rhône and the Aire.  
 
When the first urban development scheme was submitted in 2007, the 
issues of landscape, natural and agricultural spaces were addressed in 
'Landscape Plan 1'4. This plan focused on the balance to be struck in 
development between urban improvements and landscape projects. The 
project encompassed all conservation, restoration and conversion 
measures, but it also identified 26 points of friction and conflict5 (Annex 
015). These are natural and agricultural peri-urban spaces, expected to 
experience immense pressure from the conurbation by 2030, and therefore 
under significant threat. 
 
The Confederation noted in 2008 that 26 points of friction had been 
identified. Landscape Plan 1 provided a forum for launching implementation 
studies in the aim of resolving some of these points of friction, including no. 
16: the MAP Bernex. 

                                                      
4 Notes in Annex 03 in the urban development scheme and measures, December 2007. 
5Tension between urban planning, infrastructure and natural/agricultural spaces. 
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Point of friction no. 16 was described as follows in the 2007 Landscape Plan 
1: 

Bernex East: at the centre of the region, strategic development project (dense 
activity) between Bernex and Onex, landscape continuity (green breathing space) 
and buffer zone". 

Hence the objectives of this measure: 

• To develop a green corridor between Bernex, Confignon and Onex; 

• To create continuity with networks of public spaces between the 
Rhône and the Aire; 

• To retain the views over the wider landscape (Mont Salève, the 
Jura); 

• To provide for and respond to the expectations of the population, 
both locally and across the whole conurbation. 

 
2. Reclassifying the route de Chancy streetscape 

 
In order to reduce private vehicle traffic by providing infrastructure for the 
existing residents and therefore also for the future regional centres which 
include Bernex, structural public transport is one component of the urban 
development project and also of the 2030 Geneva Cantonal Master Plan. 
 
The Cornavin-Onex-Bernex tram line (TCOB) will link the new regional 
centre at Bernex to the heart of the conurbation at Cornavin, Geneva's 
Central Station. A first section has already been built and terminates 
temporarily where it meets the MAP Bernex. The line will be extended to 
Vailly (Measure A, PAFVG 34-5), on the western edge of Bernex, using the 
route de Chancy. This tram line extension will be accompanied by spatial 
public space projects and the development of a soft mobility network.  
 
The route de Chancy, a former bypass, will be transformed into an urban 
boulevard at the heart of this new town housing some 22,000 inhabitants 
(as opposed to under 10,000 inhabitants in 2010).  
 
Various lanes meet at the crossroads housing the temporary terminus, 
known as the Bernex Crossing, thus providing access to the motorway. 
Despite these restrictions, the reclassification project which forms the basis 
for this measure belonging to the urban development project aims to 
improve the site's spatial quality and the safety of the north-south 
connection with the open space towards the village of Confignon and the 
Aire Plain. This streetscape must be both connected to the Cressy-Murcie 
Park and open to a good quality link with the future Vuillonnex Park to the 
south of the road (when it is created as part of the second-generation urban 
development project in 2012) for completion by 2030. 

 
However, the plans themselves and the development work for the TCOB 
project are fixed with regard to the federal procedures under way. The 
positioning of the trees can be changed, as long as the overall number of 
trees remains the same. The boundaries for intervention in the present 
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competition are shown in the plan in Annex 05. Any commission awarded in 
relation to the immediate surroundings of the tram line project – included in 
this project area for intervention and identified on the map in Annex 06 – will 
be limited to drawing up a preliminary study. 
 
3. An intra-urban farm integrated into the public park 
 
The intra-urban farm project is the result of considerations of urban-based 
agriculture and of changes in employment within that sector in the Greater 
Geneva area. The project provides an opportunity to create a farm in the 
short to medium term and still needs to secure funding to ensure its viability. 
This is why the project to create an intra-urban farm has an associated 
optional portion (possible building associated with tenant farming, involving 
a cooperative or other type of partnership to be forged). The idea here is to 
put forward a tool associated with the farming methods employed. 
 
The question of food production is an increasingly important topic when 
considering land use, particularly in the case of conurbations. Peri-urban 
agricultural activity now forms a significant component of many sustainable 
urban development strategies. This can be seen specifically in the concern 
displayed for the agricultural economy, in work on the boundaries between 
rural and urban, in the development of the infrastructure necessary for the 
production chain to operate properly and in the establishment of short-
distribution chains for local produce. But considerations of agricultural 
production also cross over into the city. Plantings, shared gardens, urban 
allotments and other types of gardening all 'feed' eco-district projects. 
 
This opportunity for the sector of Bernex could bring additional progress 
towards a new form of agriculture, embedded within a public space in the 
heart of a new urban extension. Forming a strong connection between 
farming in the Geneva region and the local population, this 'urban farm' 
should be representative of farming activity in the canton. Indeed, far from 
being a traditional educational farm, the concept must uphold the reality of 
the Genevan rural lifestyle, while also properly fulfilling its role as a public 
space. Thus the aim is to form a production unit, led by one or more farmers 
or farming associations, which ensures its economic viability through, 
among other things, the sale of products from the farm and neighbouring 
farms. 
Given that several functions overlap within this space, the project drawing 
will provide a useful means of defining the project. The questions to be 
addressed are: 
Providing an operational means of production, processing and sales; 
Providing a usable recreation area for residents;  
Integrating the necessary farm infrastructure into the landscape; 
Creating a meeting place and a showcase for regional production. 
 
The urban farm could also be viewed as an innovative proposal for the 
management of a public park.  
 
It should be noted here that a group of farmers whose businesses will be 
affected by the new urban development have become involved in the GP 
Bernex. The ideas they are currently working on include improvements in 
production. In the long term, a point of sale or a farm could emerge to 
provide a window on the world of local agriculture.  
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In order to reinforce this project, an applied and innovative form of this 
concept should be proposed, including: 

• The use of economic activity to manage a public space; 

• A constant, dynamic activity at the site; 

• Diversity in and rotation of crops to ensure the public park retains a 
rural landscape quality; 

• Respect for the environment to ensure the public park retains 
biodiversity; 

• Making the land accessible to residents of the district by means of 
various contractual arrangements with the urban farm; 

• A meeting place and forum for exchange as a means of maintaining 
social links; 

• A good educational opportunity (school groups learning about 
arable farming); 

• Access to good-quality seasonal produce; 

• Closer ties between city and country;  

• A showcase for farming in the Geneva area. 
 
Given the impact of the programme for agricultural aspects on the overall 
surface area of the park, competition entries will be expected to apply a 
specialist perspective to provide meaningful parameters for the first urban 
farm park in Greater Geneva. The quality of the proposals will help 
determine the arrangements to be made for the operation and funding of the 
agricultural project. For this reason, this construction is optional and not 
guaranteed as a part of the fixed portion. 
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                  Figure 2: the project area in context 

District of Cressy 
District of Saint-Mathieu 
Future HES site- in white 
Project area -  in red 
High-pressure gas pipeline – in yellow 
Extension of Les Evaux park – in green 



 
 
 

 

 30 

Public spaces 
International 

 URBAN FARM PARK, PUBLIC AND OPEN SPACES AT 
BERNEX-CONFIGNON 
 
 
 
 

Proposed entrance to Les Evaux – green point 
Forestry compensation zone – dark green form along the highway 
No.14 tram line – black lines 
Tram stop location by 2017 – black square 
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3.4 general objectives 

• To tie in this project with the concept of a continuous corridor 
between the Rhône and the Aire 

The second Urban Development Project (www.grand-geneve.org), dated 
June 2012, as presented to the Confederation, demonstrates a long-term 
desire to further the functional and landscape links between the Rivers 
Rhône and Aire by extending the Cressy-Murcie park (MAP Bernex) 
towards the south and the 'Cherpines' project: the Vuillonnex park. This 
intention will allow a real connection to be created between the two river 
basins and permit tangential links for both safe soft mobility and a network 
of green spaces in the broad sense: agricultural and natural open spaces. 

 
The park will have to meet the needs of the conurbation as well as those of 
the new residents (it will be important to consider time scales in relation to 
the development of the new districts). In future, this public space will need to 
provide the communes with landscape and recreational facilities. The 
various potential activities for incorporation into this urban farm park must 
be tested in order to achieve a project which is consistent at various levels. 
 
In order to put this current open space to good use and enable its true 
natural and environmental potential to be achieved, the approach applied 
must consider the needs of small animals (their movement and habitats) 
and provide the possibility for nature to be present in the city, where it may 
be observed. 
 
This competition must therefore include an overall consideration from the 
Rhone to the Aire to ensure that the project fits the concept of continuity in 
the landscape. 

• To propose a global project based on two measures 

The project competition aims to define, with a view to immediate realization, 
a future park for the conurbation, (definition of a public park, MAP 
Bernex, measure no. 34 in the PA), and to transform locally a main road 
into a proper public space which will both provide a transition between north 
and south and anticipate the future urban development in Bernex 
(reclassifying the route de Chancy streetscape, measure no. 34-4 in 
the PA). In terms of the concept, the project should propose a global vision 
encompassing both measures, although from an operational perspective it 
will be essential at all times to distinguish these from one another. Similarly, 
candidates must not modify the side and overhead clearance or the 
functional elements of the TCOB. 

• To locate an urban farm on the site 
This is a question of growing crops in the immediate area and farm buildings 
within a coherent project. The site's acceptability will need to be tested, and 
an understanding reached of the boundaries between an open landscape 
and the construction of buildings. The idea of sharing public space with food 
crops will have to be effectively communicated. This part of the programme 
is part of a commission for realization to be awarded as an optional portion. 
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• Compliance with the general budgetary framework as 
announced 

The total cost of work as announced shall be understood as a ceiling which 
may not be exceeded. If necessary, costs should be prioritized, and 
proposals submitted for any budgetary supplements desired.  

 

3.5 specific objectives 
3.5.1 the park  

CONTINUITY 

• Continuity shall be provided in the landscape and spaces leading 
through the route de Chancy and the chemin des Tacons from the 
Aire to the Rhône. 

• A connection shall be provided to the chemin des Tacons, and a 
proposal submitted to link the future Cressy-Murcie park with the 
Les Evaux park and the Cressy Santé hub (spa).  

• A connection shall also be provided between the Bernex - Geneva 
'voie verte' traffic-free route and the activities or services provided in 
the urban park (envisage the interface between different types of 
mobility). 

• The chemin des Suzettes shall be reclassified in conjunction with 
the future Saint-Mathieu district on the other side of the motorway. 

LIMITS 

• The enclosure of the park shall be defined as porous from the 
perspective of future urban development in Bernex and the 
changing district of Cressy. 

• The chemin des Molliers shall be reclassified where it faces on to 
the park, while ensuring that residents and service vehicles can 
pass between the chemin des Tacons and the route de Chancy. 

• Protection shall be envisaged against noise and visual intrusion 
from the motorway slip road. 

ENTRANCES 

• The entrances to the park from the chemin des Tacons and the 
route de Chancy space shall be established.  

• From the route de Chancy (facing the TCOB), the entrance to the 
town (or an exit) shall be emphasized in the form of a marked 
opening onto the wider landscape, an interface between Geneva 
and the regional hub of Bernex, and this breath of fresh air shall 
also be a feature of the TCOB/boulevard de Chancy route. 
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• Signage shall be proposed and situated for the entrances to and for 
orientation within the park as appropriate; as a minimum, signposts 
shall be provided for people with physical disabilities (identification 
of key identifiers according to the status of the person travelling and 
their mode of transport).  

SOFT MOBILITY 

• Routes shall be planned for soft modes of transport, including at the 
junction of the chemin des Molliers and the route de Chancy, and 
the transition to the south and the chemin des Tacons. Provision 
shall be made for a site at which to park pedal and motor cycles. 

FACILITIES 

• Street furniture shall be specified which will contribute greatly to the 
project as a whole in terms of 'marking' and 'revealing' the public 
space. 

• A system of public lighting shall be proposed for the entire project 
area, corresponding to the various planned functionalities on the 
site. The lighting must contribute to the quality and identity of the 
public space and reinforce the feeling of security, without causing 
light pollution. 

• A children's play area shall be specified, covering approximately 
200m2. The concept is "playing on the landscape". 

• A site suitable for sporting activities shall be identified, tested and its 
size specified, and a particular purpose proposed. 

• Plans shall feature a building to accommodate services covering a 
ground surface area of approximately 30 m2, including as separate, 
enclosed space for a ladies' toilet, accessible to people with limited 
mobility, a men's toilets and small closed-off area for light park 
maintenance equipment, with a water supply point. The service 
building shall be accessible in all weathers (motor vehicle access, 
must also be free-draining for cleaning purposes). This building may 
be linked to the farm premises. 

• Two parking spaces shall be provided near the service building for 
the use of maintenance vehicles.  

• Around 20 secure bicycle parking spaces shall be provided by the 
main entrance to the park, in addition to a separate site for parking 
two-wheeled motor vehicles. 

CONSTRAINTS 

• Account shall be taken of the constraints associated with the gas 
pipeline, with particular consideration of the pipeline's blast radius; 
these constraints must be considered in accordance with the 
Federal Ordinance on protection against major accidents (OPAM – 
restriction of use shown on the plan). 

• The SIG gas pressure reducing station shall be maintained, and 
service access guaranteed. 
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• The possibility of remodelling the site in keeping with the landscape 
shall be considered, with the possibility of incorporating excavated 
material on the site (availability of materials from within the canton). 

• The diffusion of road noise from within the project area must be 
considered, with measures proposed to provide the population with 
a soundscape conducive to relaxation. Measures might choose to 
focus on topographical remodelling to be undertaken with the 
excavated material. 

• The project shall consider rainwater management, but need not 
include details of its technical implementation. 

• The materialization proposed shall allow for the application of 
straightforward management and maintenance regimes in order to 
guarantee the spatial and construction quality of the project over the 
long term. The project shall ensure that the twin objectives of 
maximum usage and minimum maintenance are not in conflict. 

3.5.2 joint agricultural project 
• An urban farm shall be integrated into the general park 

development. 

• Consistent with the overall development of the park, a building 
intended for agricultural use shall be proposed (covered market, 
shop for the sale of 'Le Panier Bernésien' produce under contract, 
place of social exchange) with a ground surface area of 300 m2 
including an insulated part of 150 m2 (market, training, preparation, 
packaging) and non-insulated part measuring another 150 m2 
(tractor shed, stockroom, equipment store). The 
shed/stockroom/store may be in a separate building from the heated 
part. The building(s) may form an extension to the service building 
required for the park. An indicative building envelope gives a storey 
height of 3.5 m (benches, a covered meeting table and display 
panels are desirable). 

• Public pedestrian access must be provided to the area in which the 
building for agricultural use is situated, as well as access for the 
vehicles necessary for operation and deliveries (market), but not for 
private vehicles. The building's visibility and access are important to 
its economic success. 

• A 3-hectare production area will be required for the urban farm 
concept. This will be mainly dedicated to market gardening, small 
fruit growing and fruit trees. It is strongly advisable to make 
provision for rectangular production plots. It is not necessary to 
separate these physically from the public park, but if no such 
separation occurs then land use must be clearly identified. 

• The most suitable site shall be identified for seasonal polytunnels 
(1000 m2) which may be used on the farm. 

• A site shall be identified for a farm yard, measuring 100 m2. 
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3.5.3 reclassification of and crossing for 

the route de Chancy 
• An approach shall be developed in terms of both urban and 

landscape planning to creating either one ultimately continuous 
park, or two parks linked by a public space along the route de 
Chancy.  

• A contribution shall be made to improving safety with a separate 
crossing point for the route de Chancy for both soft mobility and 
pedestrian modes of transport. Plans or work may be proposed to 
be consistent with the contour plan and in compliance with current 
safety standards. Priority shall be given to overhead designs (on the 
road) or to passageways or crossings at different levels. 

• A public space shall be proposed in order to develop the area 
surrounding the cantonal road linking Geneva to the future regional 
centre. The entrance to the town shall be emphasized as an 
acknowledgement from the tram line of this 'breath of fresh air'. 

• Consideration shall be given to the contact zones on each side of 
the route de Chancy, the extent of which is fixed by the technical 
provisions in accordance with the relevant federal procedures. 

• An entrance to the park shall be provided and consideration given 
to accessibility via soft mobility modes of transport, from the public 
transport stations to the buildings within the park. 

• Developments associated with the TCOB shall be respected.  

 
3.5.4 the TCOB Art Project: siting of the 

Beautiful Bridge work  
 

• This work shall be positioned within a coherent project, linked to the 
other project components (intra-urban farm, urban agriculture, 
public spaces), and related to the landscape (perception of the 
work, enhancement of the landscape through the work, improved 
landscape continuity) 

• The work must have a relationship with the TCOB.  

• The proposed site shall allow both present and future residents in 
Bernex and Confignon, and in the conurbation, to take ownership of 
the work.  

The work may be realized prior to the development of the site. A full 
schedule will be sent to the candidates as soon as it is confirmed by the 
Service Cantonal de la Culture and the Fond Cantonal d'Art Contemporain 
de l'Etat de Genève.  

The realization of this work is not included in the present procurement 
contract. Nor is the finance for such realization; this forms an integral part of 
the budget for the public art project associated with the TCOB tram line.  
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3.5.5 'Genève, villes et champs' 
• Proposals shall ensure that the contact zone along the chemin des 

Tacons for the art and landscape installation(s) forms a backdrop or 
springboard for artists participating in the 'Genève, villes et champs' 
project.  

• A space shall be provided that is suitable for accommodating a 
possible repeat of this exhibition on the same site, or for retaining a 
particularly interesting intervention. 

 

3.6 the projects under way within the area for 
consideration 

 
 Grand Projet (GP) Bernex 
 
As described above, the objective here is to realize a new regional hub 
which will allow for the staged accommodation of some 12,000 new 
residents by 2030. 
  
This project was the subject of an urban development management project 
launched in June 2011 with the aim of producing the first version of a guide 
plan in December 2012. A working draft of this guide plan dated November 
2012 is attached to this programme (Annex 08). 
 
Information on this project can be found on the State of Geneva website: 
http://etat.geneve.ch/dt/amenagement/bernex-723-5037.html. 

 
Bernex is located on the outside edge of the suburban ring, by the A1 
motorway exit, and is connected to the heart of the conurbation by a new 
rail infrastructure and tram line 14 TCOB. Its geographical position, and also 
its situation in the middle of the Champagne region have determined how 
the site forms part of the strategic development planning policy. Its footprint 
of approximately 145 hectares lies within the agricultural zone. 
 
The planned town aims to become a regional centre, with the facilities and 
infrastructure to allow endogenous growth. To that end, parity will be sought 
between jobs and housing, with policy calling for 5,700 dwellings 5,700 new 
jobs.  
 
In order to mark the divide between the conurbation and the new regional 
centre, the proposed park will act as a green breathing space and provide 
the new residents with a zone for much-needed recreation. This divide will 
also highlight the important tangential links with the strategic project for the 
development of Les Cherpines. 
 
The Bernex project centres on the route de Chancy, the outer limit of current 
urban development, to be transformed into an urban boulevard, and a 
development on the slope leading down to the Rhône. At the heart of the 
new districts, a major road will allow users to come, go and pass through. 
Extending this new route (the 'boulevard des Abarois') will link Bernex Nord 
to Cressy/Les Evaux. Several public parks running perpendicular to the 
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boulevard de Chancy (reclassified route de Chancy) will provide windows on 
the Jura landscape and provide residents with multi-functional public spaces 
in which to meet.  
 
The eastern part of the strategic development project is shown within the 
project area for consideration in the current competition. Candidates shall 
endeavour to take account of the proposals currently being considered by 
the urban project manager in this area, especially the accommodation of a 
higher education establishment and the park-and-ride car park. 
 
 Extension to the Cornavin-Onex-Bernex tram line (TCOB) 
 
The extension of this structural network is a determining factor in the future 
urban development of Bernex.  
A presentation graphic of this project can be also found on the State of 
Geneva website: http://etat.geneve.ch/dt/mobilite/actualite-
prolongement_tram_jusqu_bernex_vailly-12695.html 
 
 Grand Projet (GP) Cherpines 
 
The Les Cherpines project area borders the Aire Plain, with the banks of the 
River Aire being largely developed. To the east lies the Les Verjus district of 
detached housing and to the south, the Velodrome district and the Plan-les-
Ouates industrial zone. The site is separated from the agricultural plain by 
the A1 bypass motorway. It is bounded to the north by the Aire, with the 
river lying at the foot of the slope on which the villages of Confignon and 
Bernex are situated. Further up this hillside is where the contact with the 
open space will become apparent, linking the gardens of the Aire – which 
accompany the Les Cherpines  project – to the Les Evaux park and the 
Rhône.  
This project provides for the creation on that site of 3,000 dwellings and 
2,500 jobs. It is covered by a district master plan which is currently being 
drawn up. 
Information on this project can be found on the State of Geneva website: 
http://etat.geneve.ch/dt/amenagement/cherpines-723-4808.html 
 
 Renaturalization of the Aire 
 
The renaturalization of the Aire takes on new meaning in the light of the 
planned Les Cherpines district. It will place the river at the heart of the new 
urban development, acting as a natural spine supporting a soft mobility 
network connecting to the neighbouring districts. These connections must 
extend as far as the MAP Bernex in order to create the network throughout 
the region and conurbation.  
Information on this project can be found (among other places) on the State 
of Geneva website: http://etat.geneve.ch/dt/eau/zoom_aire-878-5157.html 
 
 Tangential links 
 
The Directorate-General for Mobility (DGM) has plans for a public transport 
and soft mobility link between the Aire Plain and the Bernex Plateau. It is 
currently studying various options, and will state the route to be used for 
public transport services, as well as its preferred sites for stops. However, at 

http://etat.geneve.ch/dt/amenagement/cherpines-723-4808.html
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the time of drafting this programme, it was not possible to identify which 
platform(s) or corridor(s) will be assigned to this link within the park. 
 
Candidates will not therefore be required to integrate specific plans 
associated with this proposal into their overall schemes. However, 
depending on the submission date for the study in question (expected in 
November 2012) and the state of readiness of the results, the Owner 
reserves the right to inform candidates of the said results and to amend the 
competition programme accordingly.  
 
 Entrance to Les Evaux 
 
The entrance to the Les Evaux park is included in the project area for 
consideration. The opportunity to develop a new entrance to this sports 
centre is a question that has been raised in the context of the urban 
development management studies (MOEU) for the Bernex GP. This could 
form a functional and spatial link between the Cressy-Murcie park and the 
Les Evaux sports centre, with one option being to reflect on the 
reclassification of the existing chemin des Tacons (cf. measure SA2 34-14) 
in conjunction with the creation of a central public space opposite the 
Cressy Santé spa. 
 
Where the route de Loëx and the chemin des Tacons meet, an entrance 
already exists and is in line with the junction to the future Bernex-Geneva 
'voie verte' traffic-free route which will follow the cycle path planned for the 
Les Evaux park. Reclassifying the chemin des Tacons would help provide 
an indication of where the district of Cressy ends, something which is likely 
to change over time.  
 
Thus, candidates are informed of the evolving nature of the response 
expected from the GP studies. The development of this entrance is not 
included in the scope of services to be commissioned here, although 
candidates may consider this issue and contribute to the debate.  
 
 'Voie verte' traffic-free route  

 
The first urban development project identified a need to develop a soft 
mobility network at regional level. So, the future hub at Bernex will be linked 
to central Geneva via a route which essentially constitutes a dedicated soft 
mobility route. This will be a major soft mobility transport link, 
complementing an efficient public transport system. 

 
 The 'Genève, villes et champs' exhibition  
 
 
A 'voie verte' traffic-free route will occupy land 'between town and city', 
extending from the Bois de la Bâtie to the centre of Geneva and out to 
Bernex.  
 
To provide a better understanding of the changes under way in its territory, 
to reflect on these changes and prepare for them, the State and several 
communes within the conurbation (Bernex, Confignon, Onex, Lancy and 
Geneva) have initiated a large-scale cultural and landscape exhibition 
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entitled 'Genève, villes et champs', which will open to the public between 
June and October 2014. 
 
This will be an exhibition designed to appeal to all, both locals and visitors, 
made up of temporary landscape presentations along a route stretching 
from the Signal de Bernex viewpoint to the Bois de la Bâtie.  
 
The installations, the route which links them and the events organized at 
various sites will provide an opportunity to explore and test (by means of 
exchanges between citizens, landscape architects, artists, farmers, etc.) the 
new alliances between agricultural and urban developments, and to invite 
everyone to discover for themselves a range of prospects for the near 
future. 
 
This project as a whole will also provide a vision of the future route of the 
soft mobility facility which will one day link the new districts in Bernex to 
Geneva city centre.  
 
It is the Canton of Geneva that launched this initiative, and it has been 
joined by the communes through which the route runs. It is being finalized in 
conjunction with the Genève, Villes en cultures Association, which is now a 
joint organizer of the project. 
 
An international landscaping competition has just been launched across 14 
sites (see Annex 9), one of which is situated at the northern extremity of the 
site, bordering the chemin des Tacons. As regards time scales, the Genève, 
villes et champs exhibition will end in October 2014 and construction of the 
environmental farm park project will not begin until 2015. Coordination 
between the two initiatives will be provided by the canton and the Genève, 
Villes en cultures Association. 
 
Candidates for this competition will be informed of the studies associated 
with the procedure for this other competition, the programme of which is 
attached to this document. 
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Figure 3: projects under way 
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Champagne 
Aire Plain 
MAP Bernex+reclassification of route de Chancy (subject of competition) – by 2014 – yellow 
 
Future parks:  
1- Extension of Les Evaux park – by 2014 
2- Vuillonnex park – by 2013 
3- Borbaz park – by 2030 
4- Parc de la Bruyère – by 2040 
 
‘Genève, villes et champs’ exhibition, summer 2014, temporary art installations along the planned voie 
verte - the yellow line 

Tram no. 14 – route de Chancy – the red line 
Current terminus - a 
Terminus by 2017 - b 
Tangential link between Bernex and Les Cherpines – the black arrow 
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4. acronyms and abbreviations 
DU  Town Planning Office (Département de l'urbanisme) 
DGA  Directorate-General for Agriculture (Direction générale de 

l'agriculture) 
    DGGC  Directorate-General for civil engineering  

DGM Directorate-General for Mobility (Direction générale de la 
mobilité) 

DGNP  Directorate-General for Nature and Countryside (Direction 
  générale de la nature et du paysage) 
DGP  Directorate for Major Strategic Projects (Direction des 
  grands projets) 
DGEau  Directorate-General for Water (Direction générale de l'eau) 
GP  Major Strategic Projects (Grands projets) 
MAP  Mesure d'accompagnement paysage 
PDcn  Cantonal Master Plan (Plan directeur cantonal) 
PDCom Communal Master Plan (Plan directeur communal) 
PA  Urban development project (Projet d'agglomération) 
PAFVG Urban development project for the Cantons of Geneva and 

Vaud and the neighbouring region of France (Projet 
d'agglomération franco-valdo-genevois) 

PACA  Coordinated Urban Development Zone (Périmètre 
  d'aménagement coordonné d'agglomération) 
PSD  Strategic Development Renewal Project (Projet stratégique 
  de développement nouvellement) 
GP  Major Strategic Project (Grand Projet) 
OU  Town Planning Office (Office de l'urbanisme) 
TCOB  Cornavin-Onex-Bernex tram line (Tramway Cornavin-Onex 

-Bernex) 
TIM  Private motor traffic (Transports individuels motorisés) 
SIG Services Industriels Genevois utilities company 

5. annexes 
01  Declaration on honour of compliance with the conditions of participation 
02  Candidate identification form 
03  Location map at 1:50,000 scale 
04  Location map at 1:25,000 scale 
05 Work plan (DWG) including the areas for consideration and for development 
06 Plan of the Cornavin-Onix-Bernex tramway (TCOB) and project's restriction 

area  
07  List of constraints (OPAM safety legislation, traffic load) 
08 Working draft of guide plan of Bernex GP and project status as at 6/11/12 
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09 Programme of the Genève, villes et champs competition  
10 Study on the conditions for an urban farm, DGA  
11 Summary of the agricultural evaluation by Arcade (Project manager of 

Bernex GP) 
12 Compensation to forestry associated with the TCOB, DGNP 
13 Art installation project along the new tram line from Cornavin to Bernex via 

Lancy, Ornex and Confignon  
14 Plan of the SIG gas pressure reducing station 
15 Guide plan for Urban Development Scheme 2 and overlay of 
 the identified points of friction with Urban Development Scheme 1 
16 Side view of gas pipeline 
17 Submission board framework 

6. signatures of jury members 
 

President  

Mr Gilles Vexlard   

Non-professional members 

Mr Serge Dal Busco   

 

Mr Dinh Manh Uong    

 

Ms Ruth Bänziger  

  

Independent professional members 
Ms Catherine Mosbach  

  

Mr Jordi Bellmunt   

 

Mr Marcellin Barthassat                                   

 

Ms Michèle Tranda Pittion   

 

Ms Nelly Niwa  

 

Mr Pascal Boivin      
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Mr Marc Favre  

  

  Members representing the Owner 
Mr Francesco Della Casa   

 

Ms Nicole Surchat Vial   

  

Mr Sébastien Beuchat    

  

Mr Jean-Pierre Viani   

 

Mr Olivier Caumel  

  

Substitutes 

Mr Bernard Lugrin  

 

Mr Mario Rodriguez   

 

Mr Emmanuel Ansaldi   

   

 Specialist consultants 

Mr Adrien Mulon    

 

Mr Roland Tettamanti  

 

Ms Tiphaine Bussy-Blunier   

 

Mr Fabrice Volluz      

 

Ms Diane Daval  

 

Mr Benoit Charbonnier 

 

Mr Pierre Robyr     
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  For the Commission, Ms Danae Winter 
 

The SIA 142 Commission hereby attests that this programme complies with 
Regulation SIA 142, 2009 edition. 
 
Geneva, 20 November 2012 

 


